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The story revolves around two human survivors who survived the senseless destruction of Earth. They venture through time and space in search of the meaning of life.

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy plays with the notion of absurdity, but in the end, it gives us a cosmos that makes sense. The cosmos in Hitchhiker’s Guide is bizarre and depressing—not it’s a comedy. The humor is intended to take our attention away from how tragic the situation is.







In the later part of this article, we summarized the 193-page book in a single page for your better understanding of the plot.
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Plot Overview

Arthur Dent, lying down in front of a bulldozer as his house is going to be demolished to make way for a proposed motorway bypass. His friend, Ford Prefect suddenly arrives and urges him that going to the pub immediately is of utmost necessity. In the pub, Ford explains that he is from another planet near Betelgeuse. The Vogons, other alien species are about to demolish the planet earth to make space for their hyperspatial express route.







Meanwhile, along with a human female friend Trillian, the president of the galaxy, Zaphod Beeblebrox steals the spaceship named the Heart of Gold. Ford loans Arthur the electronic guidebook The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy and gives him a Babel fish to stick in his ear to translate alien communication when they hitch a trip on a Vogon destructor ship.

The Vogon ship captain ejects Ford and Arthur into space bur the Heart of Gold comes to their rescue and picks them up within 29 seconds after being ejected. The Infinite Improbability Drive of the Heart of Gold allows them to traverse interstellar space instantly causing Ford to turn into a penguin for a brief period.

Marvin, the depressive robot of Zaphod, escorts Ford and Arthur to eh bridge, and later that night, the Heart of Gold reaches the legendary planet Magarthea, a planet-building company that used to build planets for wealthy customers but then vanished. Suddenly, after declaring that Magarthea is closed for business, it attacks the ship with missiles. Arthur engages the Improbability Drive as the ship’s computer is unable to take evasive action. The missiles get turned into a sperm whale and a bowl of petunias and fall on the planet’s surface. No harm is done to anyone except Trillian’s two pet mice, Benjie and Frankie escape their confinement.

On Magarthea, Arthur comes across a planet’s elderly native while guarding the entrance of the tunnels where Ford, Zaphod, and Trillian were roaming. The elderly native introduces himself to Arthur as Slartibartfast and explains that the population is not dead, but rather has been sleeping till the economy has improved. The elder tells him that the residents are now engaged in building second earth with the help of the hyperintelligent pan-dimensional beings known as mice, who helped build the first earth.

Slartibartfast brings Arthur to meet the mice, who commissioned the building of the first earth, after explaining that the beings built a supercomputer to determine the answer to everything, the universe, the life, and everything in between. And after 7.5 billion years of calculations, the answer that the supercomputer came up with is 42. Then the computer built a new improved computer, Earth, to find the question of the answer 42. The Vogons destroyed the Earth when the calculations were nearly finished. To Arthur’s surprise, the mice prove to be Benjy and Frankie.

Suggested by Zaphod and Ford, the mice want to buy Arthur’s brain to chop it off in search of their answer believing that Arthur may hold some ideas about the answer as the “brain was an organic part” of the Earth.

The advent of the galactic police to arrest Zaphod for the theft of the Heart of Gold saves Arthur, Ford, Zaphod, and Trillian from the pan-dimensional creatures.

After Marvin depresses the computer running the ship and life systems for the police into committing suicide. The five passengers all escape to the Heart of Gold, after which they head toward the Restaurant at the End of the Universe.

Achievements

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy has become a multi-media hit all across the world. The novel has been translated into more than 30 languages by 2005 while achieving the top fourth position at BBC’s The Big Radio poll.

Adaptations

The novel has been adapted into a numerous spectrum of multimedia sectors soon after being released. It got adapted into comic books, video games, radio programs, movies, etc.

A Video game named Starship Titanic featured the novel in 1997, got a movie adaptation in 2005, TV series adaptation in 1981. The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy Hexagonal Phase was a radio adaptation aired in 2018.
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		Applied Calculus for the Managerial, Life, and Social Sciences, 10th Edition by Soo T. Tan (Author) is an excellent book for students who are studying calculus. The book covers all of the essential topics in calculus and provides a clear and concise explanation of the concepts. In addition, the examples and exercises are well-chosen and…
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		Alfred’s Essentials of Music Theory is a concise and progressive course that teaches students the essentials of music through concise lessons, practice your theory with exercises and ear-training CDs (included), and test your knowledge with a review that completes each unit. At every level, Alfred’s Essentials of Music Theory includes helpful information about keys, rhythms,…
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		In “Bluestar’s Prophecy” by Erin Hunter, the titular character has a dream in which she is shown that she will lead her Clan, ThunderClan, to glory. She wakes up and realizes that she must follow her destiny. With the help of her friends and fellow warriors, she does just that. Bluestar becomes one of the…
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		Sumita Arora Python Class 11 and Sumita Arora Python Class 12 provide a complete overview of the principles of computer science to the students. Students can find information about every subject of learning in these books. The pictorial representations with diagrams, theory descriptions to mathematical deductions, and practice tasks make the chapters easy and interesting…
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		One of the most difficult things about learning Japanese is Kanji. There are over 2,000 Kanji characters and most of them have multiple readings and meanings. If you’re not careful, it’s easy to get Kanji mixed up. That’s why I recommend finding a good Kanji dictionary and learning the radicals. Another helpful tip is to…
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		The callister materials science and engineering 7e solution pdf provides accurate, exact solutions for various topics in materials science and engineering. This comprehensive textbook includes detailed explanations and step-by-step procedures, making it a valuable resource for students and professionals in the field. Whether you are studying or working in materials science and engineering, this solution…
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