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Society has thrived to please a greater force since man first roamed the planet. People have tried to appease the unknown through rituals, responsibilities, and worship, whether they were polytheists or monotheists, Catholics or Lutherans. Following that, agnosticism and atheism emerged, and these movements grew in popularity as people began to challenge religions and their harsh laws. Many artists, filmmakers, and novelists today express their critique in their works. Nathaniel Hawthorne, for example, wrote the short story “Young Goodman Brown,” which uses satire to communicate a message of critique.

The inherent hypocrisy and fallibility of American religion are illustrated throughout the story of ‘Young Goodman Brown’ and the main character ‘Goodman Brown’ is portrayed as expressed an allegory of the ‘fall of man’. Hawthorne, in his story, vividly expressed the expense of curiosity of man and how certain knowledge about certain things changes one’s life for the worse.







In the following section, I will briefly introduce you to the plot of the short story ‘Young Goodman Brown’ by Nathaniel Hawthorne.
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Summary of the story

Outside of his own house in Salem Village, Goodman Brown takes his leave from his wife, Faith. Faith, her hat adorned with a pink ribbon, tells her husband not to leave, as she feels scared to be alone. But Goodman assures her if she says her prayers she will not come to any harm and takes his final leave while thinking that his wife might have guessed the evil intentions of his trip. But he promises to be a better person after the trip.







Setting off on a road through a gloomy forest, Goodman fears there might be Indians or the devil himself is lurking behind the trees. Soon after Goodman encounters a mysterious man, dressed as a regular person, carrying a walking stick that has a carved serpent engraved on it. The man greets Goodman like they were familiar with each other.

The mysterious man gives Goodman ‘the staff and he refuses, saying that he and his family have been Christians for generations and he cannot be associated with the man. Goodman wants to return to the village but the man says that he knew Goodman’s father and grandfather, the governor of the state, and even the members of the churches of New England. The man’s words startled Goodman and again, he wants to return to the village to his wife Faith.

As they were speaking, they encounter Goody Cloyse, a respected and pious woman from Goodman’s village. Goodman hides, and to his surprise he discovers that Goody Cloyse is a witch, going to the devil’s evil forest ceremony. And the mysterious man is the Devil.

Once again, Goodman expressed his intention of returning to the village for Faith’s sake. The man tells him to rest. The man gives the staff to Goodman, tells him to use it if Goodman changes his mind and disappears. Goodman hides once again as he hears the sound of horses traveling.

To his shock, Goodman hears the voices of Deacon Gookin and the minister of the church. Goodman intends to get back to Faith as the whole world has turned evil. He suddenly hears Faith’s voice from the ceremony and shouts her name while the pink ribbon in her cap flutters in the sky.

Confused and dazzled, Goodman grabs the staff and arrives at the ceremony. In the congregation, a figure appears on the rock and tells to summon the converts. The minister and Deacon grab Goodman and drag him forward while Goody Cloyse and Martha present Faith. Goodman then tells faith to look up to heaven and resist the devil and suddenly finds himself in the darkness of the forest.

The next morning, Goodman returns to his village and sees everything is normal, people he saw at the ceremony were leading their regular life, unable to tell if the incident of yesterday’s life was a dream or not. But now, Goodman’s life is changed, he cannot trust anyone in the village anymore and finally dies at an old age, shaken by fear and miserableness.

This book offers some unique insight on guilt vs. innocence, alienation vs. community, good vs. evil, the most fundamental human natures. You will encounter some finest works of symbolism, metaphors of literature while reading this book.

So, start reading.
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		If you’re looking for a solutions manual for “An Introduction to Mathematical Statistics And Its Applications 5th Edition,” by Morris Marx and Richard Larsen, you’ve come to the right place. This manual contains worked-out solutions to all of the odd-numbered exercises in the text. It is an invaluable resource for students who are struggling with…
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		Animal Flow is a bodyweight fitness program created by David Nordmark. It combines elements of yoga, Pilates, and calisthenics to create a workout that is effective for both strength and flexibility. The movements are inspired by animals, hence the name, and are designed to flow seamlessly from one to the next. Animal Flow is a…
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		The American economy has undergone three major periods of growth and development. The first was during the colonial era when the British Empire dominated the world market. The second period began with the American Revolution and ended with the Civil War. The third and final period started after the Civil War and continues to the…
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		“daisy jones and the six” is available as a pdf. It is a popular novel by taylor jenkins reid, known for its captivating story set in the 1970s rock and roll scene. In “daisy jones and the six,” the author takes readers on a journey through the rise and fall of a fictional rock band,…
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		I’m not much of a reader, but when I do read, I like to get really into the book. Attachments by Rainbow Rowell is one of those books that I just couldn’t put down. It’s the story of two people who work together but have never met in person. They communicate through email and form…
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		The catechism in a year reading plan pdf is a concise and accurate resource to help individuals systematically study the catholic catechism over the course of a year. This reading plan breaks down the catechism of the catholic church into daily readings that cover all the essential teachings of the faith. With its user-friendly format,…
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